382            FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER  THE  FLAG

ships are reported to have left Curagoa at 6 p. M. on the 16th. If they
were seen on the 17th, apparently headed for the French West Indies, they
could not possibly he at Santiago de Cuba as early as the 18th, as is
reported.

From the first cablegram, marked "A," it will be seen that the depart-
ment has ordered the cruiser Minneapolis and Auxiliary No. 461 to pro-
ceed to Santiago de Cuba, to join you. Please send the Scorpion to com-
municate with these vessels at Santiago, and direct one of them to report
to the department from Nicholas Mole or Cape Haitien the change which
I have made in the plan "strongly advised" by the department. As soon
as this vessel has communicated with the department, at her return to the
vicinity of Santiago de Cuba, learn the condition of affairs and imme-
diately report at Havana or Cienfuegos, as he may think most advantageous.

Very respectfully,

W. T. SAMPSON,
Rear Admiral, TJ. S. N.,
Gommander-in-Chief United States Naval Force, North Atlantic Station.

Commodore SCHLEY,

United States Navy, Commanding Flying Squadron.

A.

Translation of cipher telegram received at 12.30 A. M. May 20th.

"The report of the Spanish fleet being at Santiago de Cuba might very
well be correct, so the department strongly advises that you send word
immediately by the Iowa to Schley to proceed off Santiago de Cuba with
his whole command, leaving one small vessel off Cienfuegos. And mean-
while the department will send the Minneapolis, now at St. Thomas, West
Indies, Auxiliary No. 461, proceed at once off Santiago de Cuba to join
Schley, who would keep up communication via Mole Haiti, or Cape Hai-
tien. If Iowa (has not left yet) had gone, send orders Schley by your
fastest despatch vessel.

"LONG."

Also enclosed and received May 23d:

UNITED STATES FLAGSHIP New York,

KEY WEST, FLA., May 21, 1898.

SIB : Spanish squadron probably at Santiago de Cuba. Four ships and
three torpedo-boat destroyers. If you are satisfied that they are not at
Cienfuegos, proceed with all despatch, but cautiously, to Santiago de Cuba,
and if the enemy is there blockade him in port. You will probably find it
necessary to establish communication with some of the inhabitants, fisher-
men or others, to learn definitely that the ships are in that port, it being
impossible to see into it from outside.

When the instructions sent by Iowa and Dupont (duplicates) were
written, I supposed that two fast scouts would be in the vicinity of
Jamaica, but I have since learned that they have been ordered by the a cablegram of the same date, is probably not true, because thesehese
